
Lesson Highlights

• Mormon exhorts 
the latter-day 
descendants of Lehi  
to repent, believe in  
Christ, and be 
baptized. 

• Moroni prophesies 
that the Book of 
Mormon will come 
forth in a day of 
great wickedness. 

• Moroni exhorts 
people in the last  
days to believe in  
Christ.  

A study of this 
lesson will help 
us understand 

the warnings and 
counsel given by 

Mormon and 
Moroni to people 

living in the 
latter days.    

Next Week
#45 “Never Has Man  

Believed in Me As 
Thou Hast”, -

Ether 1-6
#46 “By Faith All Things 

Are Fulfilled”,  -
Ether 7-15
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W E B L O G :  D C S I M P S O N . I N F O

Introduction  
Teachers often use stories, object lessons, or interesting 
questions at the beginning of lessons to catch people’s 
attention. 
Why should these statements catch our attention? Well, 
when Moroni made these statements around A.D. 400, he was 
talking directly to us (see Mormon 8:35). 
All the teachings in Mormon 7-9 are directed to people living in 
the latter days. Mormon 7 contains counsel specifically for 
latter-day descendants of Lehi, and Mormon 8-9 contains 
counsel for all people in the latter days. 

Mormon exhorted the latter-day descendants of Lehi to repent, believe in Christ, and 
be baptized.         

Mormon 7 contains Mormon’s words to the 
latter-day descendants of Lehi. Latter-day 
descendants of Lehi are found among the 
people of North, Central, and South America 
and the Pacific Islands.
Mormon 7:2 In this final message, these were 
Mormon’s first words to the latter-day 
descendants of Lehi. It is important for the 
descendants of Lehi to know that they are "of 
the house of Israel" so that they may learn and 
understand both their responsibilities to the 
Lord and the associated blessings.
Abraham 2:8-11 Blessings the Lord has 
promised to righteous members of the house of 
Israel include "... I will make of thee a great 
nation, ...bless thee above measure, ...make 
thy name great among all nations, and thou 
shalt be a blessing unto thy seed after thee, 
that in their hands they shall bear this ministry 
and priesthood unto all nations; ... I will bless 
them through thy name; and [they] shall rise 
up and bless thee, as their father;...And I will  
bless them that bless thee, and curse them 
that curse thee; and in thee...shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed, even with the 
blessings of the Gospel, which are the blessings 
of salvation, even of life eternal". 

Mormon 7:3-10 Instructions Mormon gave the 
latter-day descendants of Lehi include:
a) Repent, be baptized, and receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost (Mormon 7:3, 5, 8, 10).
b) Lay down weapons of war unless God 

commands differently (Mormon 7:4). 
c) Come to the knowledge of their ancestors 

(Mormon 7:5).
It is important for the latter-day descendants 
of Lehi to gain a knowledge of their ances-
tors. We all benefit from a knowledge of 
God’s works among our ancestors. 

d) Believe in Jesus Christ and His Atonement 
(Mormon 7:5-7, 10).

e) Study the gospel in the Bible and the Book 
of Mormon (Mormon 7:8-9).

Mormon 7:9; see also 1 Nephi 13:38-40; 2 
Nephi 3:11-12 The Book of Mormon helps 
people believe the Bible by serving as another 
witness of Christ and adding clarity to biblical 
doctrines.
D&C 49:24 In this dispensation the Lord has 
said that "the Lamanites shall blossom as the 
rose". This prophecy is being fulfilled today as 
more and more of the Lamanites embrace the 
Church and learn of their heritage in the house 
of Israel. 

Moroni prophesied that the Book of Mormon will come forth in a day of great  
wickedness. 
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'I Even Remain 
Alone'

Walter Rane

Mormon 8 contains Moroni’s first writings after 
the death of his father, Mormon.
Mormon 8:1-5. You sense a deep sense of 
sadness and loneliness from Moroni as you read 
these words. We can learn from Moroni’s 
diligence despite his sadness and his situation 
of being so alone.
Mormon 8:16; see also Mormon 8:14-15 
Moroni prophesied of Joseph Smith, saying, 
"Blessed be he that shall bring this thing [the 
Book of Mormon] to light". 

"I speak unto you as if ye 
were present, and yet ye 

are not."
 

       
"Jesus Christ hath shown 

you unto me, and I 
know your doing." 
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Mormon 8:14; Joseph Smith-History 1:30-
35,46,59 Moroni played the role of guardian 
and custodian of the plates as well as being the 
delivering heavenly messenger and mentor to 
Joseph Smith in bringing the Book of Mormon 
"out of darkness unto light".
Ponder what you can do so the Book of Mormon 
will continue to be "brought out of darkness 
unto light". President Ezra Taft Benson said: 
"I commend you faithful Saints who are striving 
to flood the earth and your lives with the Book 
of Mormon. Not only must we move forward in 
a monumental manner more copies of the Book 
of Mormon, but we must move boldly forward 
into our own lives and throughout the earth 
more of its marvelous messages" (Ensign, May 
1989, 4).
Mormon 8:21-22. Moroni’s words in Mormon 
8:22 can strengthen us as we labor in the 
Lord’s cause, knowing that nothing can stop the 
work.
Mormon 8:26-33 Moroni prophesied about 
conditions in the world when the Book of 
Mormon would come forth. 
As you read these verses, consider ways in 
which the conditions described in these verses 
are evident today. Moroni prophesied that as it 
came forth, people would be saying that there 
are no more miracles, that darkness and sin 
would cause the death of saints, that the power 
of God would be denied, churches would be 
corrupted and proud, that natural disasters 
would be frequent and terrible, peace would be 
overcome by wars and conflicts, earthquakes 
would shake the earth in many places, sin 
would be rampant and many would condone it 
and promise that the Lord would excuse sin, 
indulgences would be sold by churches, and 
churches would be built up to get worldly gain.

Mormon 8:34-35 Moroni was able to prophesy 
so clearly concerning the last days because he 
literally saw our times and knew exactly what 
would come. 
Mormon 8:35 Moroni said that he would speak 
to those of us in the last days "as if [we] were 
present". Then he said, "I know that ye do walk 
in the pride of your hearts" (Mormon 8:36).
Mormon 8:36-41 Moroni said that pride would 
abound and cause the complete downfall of 
many in the last days.
Mormon 8:37, 39 Pride affects people’s 
attitudes toward the needy as the proud choose 
luxury and fine worldly goods for themselves 
rather than choosing to help those in need. The 
proud also seek to ignore the needy.
Mormon 8:38 Some people might be 
"ashamed to take upon [themselves] the name 
of Christ" because it is not fashionable in the 
world of the rich and proud. They might lose 
their exalted social standing and their "friends".
Think about why it might help us to remember 
that "endless happiness" has more value than 
"the praise of the world".
What should be our response to Moroni’s 
prophecies about pride? President Ezra Taft 
Benson said: "The antidote for pride is 
humility,...meekness, submissiveness (see 
Alma 7:23). It is the broken heart and contrite 
spirit (see 3 Nephi 9:20; 3 Nephi 12:19; D&C 
20:37 ; D&C 59:8; Psalm 34:18; Isaiah 
57:15 ; Isaiah 66:2 ). " "God will have a 
humble people. Either we can choose to be 
humble or we can be compelled to be humble. " 
"Let us choose to be humble" (Ensign, May 
1989, 6). 

Moroni exhorted people in the last days to believe in Christ. 
Mormon 9:1 This chapter begins with Moroni’s 
words to people in the latter days who do not 
believe in Christ.
Mormon 9:3-5 Moroni warns that such people 
would be "more miserable to dwell with...God 
[than] to dwell with the damned souls in hell". 
Their own feelings about their guilt would make 
them completely miserable in God's presence.
Mormon 9:6; D&C 121:45 We are taught that 
we must sincerely repent and turn completely 
to God so that we can dwell in God’s presence.
2 Nephi 28:2-6; Mormon 9:7 ; Joseph 
Smith-History 1:17-19 , 21-22 ; and 
Articles of Faith 1:7 Consider how these four 
passages relate to one another.
Mormon 9:8-10 Moroni said to people who do 
not believe in the gifts of the Spirit that they 
either have not read or do not understand the 
scriptures and their teachings about the nature 
of God. 

Mormon 9:11 To those who believe that God 
no longer performs miracles, Moroni said, "I will  
show unto you a God of miracles".
Mormon 9:11-17 Moroni taught the lessons of 
the scriptures to show that the Lord is a God of 
miracles. These doctrines summarize the plan 
of redemption: 
a) The creation of the heavens, the earth, and 

mankind (Mormon 9:11-12, 17). 
b) The Fall (Mormon 9:12). 
c) Redemption through Jesus Christ (Mormon 

9:12-13).
d) The resurrection of all people (Mormon 

9:13).
e) The return of all people to the Lord’s 

presence to be judged (Mormon 9:13-14). 
f) Mormon 9:18 Moroni referred to the "many 

mighty miracles" performed by Jesus and His 
Apostles. Think about some of the miracles 
performed by Jesus and His Apostles that 
have inspired you. 

Moroni prophesies 
that the Book of 
Mormon will come 
forth in a day of 
wickedness as 
irrefutable proof that 
God is unchanging 
and continues His 
work of salvation for 
all those who come 
unto Him in faith and 
obedience.

Bruce R. McConkie: 
“This is the great day 
of Satan’s power. It is  
the day of false  
Christs, false 
prophets, false 
miracles, false 
religions, false  
doctrines, false 
philosophies. It is a 
day when fables take 
precedence over 
facts, when all but the 
very elect are 
deceived. Of this day 
our Lord said:  
“There shall also 
arise false Christs,  
and false prophets,  
and shall show great  
signs and wonders,  
insomuch, that, if  
possible, they shall  
deceive the very elect,  
who are the elect  
according to the 
covenant.” (JS—M 
1:22; Rev. 13:13–14.)
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Mormon 9:20 Unbelief and disobedience cause 
miracles to cease for some people.

Mormon 9:21-25 Signs will continue to follow 
those who believe in Christ, including answers 
to their prayers, the ability to overcome Satan 
and cast out devils, the gift of tongues, 
miraculous protection from earthly perils, the 
ability to perform miracles of healing, and the 
receipt of a testimony of the Lord and His work.

If someone were to tell you that the Lord is not 
a God of miracles, how would you respond?

What experiences could you appropriately share 
to bear witness that the Lord is a God of 
miracles? 

Mormon 9:27 Moroni exhorted us to "doubt 
not, but be believing". 
In this dispensation, the Prophet Joseph 
Smith declared, "Where doubt is, there faith 
has no power" (Lectures on Faith [1985], 46).
What can we do to overcome our doubts?
Joseph Smith taught: "Those who know their 
weakness and liability to sin would be in 
constant doubt of salvation if it were not for the 
idea which they have of the excellency of God, 
that he is slow to anger and long-suffering, and 
of a forgiving disposition, and does forgive 
iniquity, transgression, and sin. An idea of 
these facts does away doubt, and makes faith 
exceedingly strong" (Lectures on Faith, 42).

Conclusion 
“O then despise not, and wonder not, but hearken unto the words of the Lord, and ask the Father 
in the name of Jesus for what things soever ye shall stand in need. Doubt not, but be believing, 
and begin as in times of old, and come unto the Lord with all your heart, and work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling before him.“  Mormon 9:27 
Although Moroni warned of the judgments of God, he also testified of the Lord as a "God of 
miracles,...whose Atonement brings to pass...the redemption of man" (Mormon 9:11-12). 

 

Gospel Doctrine 
Notebook
Record your 
thoughts on the 
teachings of 
Mormon and 
Moroni as 
discussed in this 
lesson. 
• What counsel did 

they provide for 
us in these latter-
days that causes a 
desire in you to 
do better? 

• How will you do? 
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